
The Court of Common Pleas 
 
Local Rule 1  Structure of the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County. 
 
 (1) The Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County consists of the following 

divisions: 

  (a) Civil Division:  which includes General Docket ("GD"), Arbitration 
("AR"), Landlord-Tenant ("LT") and Property Assessments ("BV"). 

  (b) Family Division, which includes the Adult and Juvenile Court sections; 

  (c) Orphans' Court Division; and 

  (d) Criminal Division. 

 (2) Each Division of the Court is managed by an Administrative Judge, who is 
appointed by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 

 (3) The Office of the Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas (as defined at 42 Pa.C.S. 
§ 2701 et seq.) includes three county officials: 

  (a) Prothonotary, who serves the Civil Division (which is divided into 
sections for General Docket and Arbitration matters) and the Family 
Division; 

  (b) Register of Wills, who is also the Clerk of Court of the Orphans' Court 
Division; and 

  (c) Clerk of Court of the Criminal Division. 
 
Editor’s Note:  Effective December 4, 2006. 
 
 
Local Rule 2  Notice by Publication. 
 
 (1) In all actions where notice is required to be given by advertisement in a 

newspaper, proof of publication shall be made by the affidavit of the owner, 
publisher or the designated agent thereof and filed of record before the entering of 
any final order, decree or judgment. 

 
 (2) The Pittsburgh Legal Journal is designated as the newspaper of this Court for the 

publication of legal notices.  All notices which are required to be advertised in a  
newspaper shall also be advertised in the Pittsburgh Legal Journal. 

 
Editor’s Note:  Effective December 4, 2006. 
 



Civil Rules Local Rule 3  Money Deposited in Court. 
 

 
Local Rule 3  Money Deposited in Court. 
 
 (1) Any officer or person distributing money in proceedings in this Court shall have 

the docket in the proper office receipted, or shall have received an acknowledged 
receipt and release for such sums paid. 

 (2) Except as hereinafter provided, all money deposited with the Prothonotary shall 
be deposited by the Prothonotary in an institution insured by the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation or the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation.  
All deposits with the Prothonotary in excess of Five Thousand Dollars 
($5,000.00) shall be deposited by the Prothonotary in interest-bearing accounts, or 
may be invested in United States Government obligations or United States 
Government guaranteed obligations. 

 (3) All interest accrued on deposits, other than deposits of costs, made for a period of 
three (3) months or more in excess of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) shall be 
paid to the party or parties ultimately determined to be entitled to the fund. 

 (4) All accrued interest not distributed pursuant to subdivision (3) of this local rule 
shall be paid to the county treasurer. 

 (5) The Prothonotary shall charge for the benefit of the county a commission equal to 
one-half of one percent (0.5%) on all deposits of less than One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000.00) and one-fourth of one percent (0.25%) on all deposits and interest 
accrued on deposits of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or more. 

(6) The Prothonotary shall maintain a record of all moneys deposited, and paid out, 
setting forth the names of the parties from whom the money was received and to 
whom the money was paid, and the commissions charged pursuant to 
subdivision (5) of this rule. 

 
Editor’s Note:  Effective December 4, 2006. 
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