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About Pretrial Services  

Allegheny County Pretrial Services was created in 2007 to consolidate four separate units that controlled 

criminal matters prior to sentencing.  It became, and continues to be, nationally recognized as a forward 

thinking program and leader in using technology to improve operational efficiency.    Our commitment 

to an evidence -informed approach to the administration of justice has our department on a short list of 

model programs in the country.  As a result, jurisdictions from Pennsylvania and from around the country 

consult with us to learn our practices and procedures.  

Our Mission 

The mission of the Fifth Judicial District of Pennsylvania Pretrial Services is to provide accurate, timely 

information to assist the court in making informed decisions regarding bond, competency, and 

treatment, and to supervise and monitor defendants in a respectful manner while utilizing cost -

effective measures for the community, to promote compliance with court orders, court 

appearances, and to support public safety.  Service to the court is performed with the highest 

professional and ethical standards.  

 

Our Values  

 

¶ The fundamental belief in the presumption of innocence  

¶ Defendant interaction is fair, flexible and consistent  

¶ Community accountability and integrity  

¶ Enhancing public safety through conditional release options and supervision  

¶ Proactive and innovative approach to administering services  

¶ Service to the court is performed with the highest professional and ethical standards  

¶ The belief that people have the ability to become law -abiding citizens  
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COLLEEN SYPOLT, MANAGER 
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